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1. The Origin of Chito-ryu: Genealogy of Karate

The history of Chito-ryu began in 1946 when its founder Chitose Tsuyoshi (1898-1984) opened the
Yoseikan Dojo in Kikuchi, Kumamoto. The root of Chito-ryu goes back to karate* which is said to
have been founded by Chinen Bechin (Bechin was the title for a scholar-official of the Ryukyu
Kingdom in Okinawa) who travelled to the Fukken Province in China around 1688 to learn martial
arts. He later returned to Okinawa and became a member of the royal guard for King Sho Kei in
1726. The second master of karate was Matsumura Bechin (1809-1896) who was also a member of
the royal guard for King Sho Ko. Some historical records suggest that Sakugawa Kanga
(1840-1920), the teacher of Matsumura, may have assumed that position before him. The next in line
were Awane Wekata (Wekata is a position name), Hokama Bechin, and the widely-known fifth master,
Aragaki Seisho (1840-1918). The sixth master was Chitose Tsuyoshi the founder of Chito-ryu.

* Karate here means the “martial arts from the Chinese Ding Dynasty,” pronounced “Tode” in
Okinawan, and not “empty hand” as it is usually referred to in Japanese. Some dates in this article

need to be confirmed by further study.



o, TV AL BT B T 5 00 IS AR

WA TR E S (X 18984E 10H 18H  AED M IR AR th A c £ Eh 5,

190545, 7 @ AH> & H 1 {5 55 _f:ﬂli L. =W ROIG. Bl 2 EAC M TH BRI L5~ v — () #E
EHMIENT HESORIEDTA > W ZHREL@®PYDH LT EMER 45 (18534E~19154F) M EHR S
(18094 ~18964F AW AFLICHERH)DMIETHH 2,

o HEEMOEZEALEDRTVERHMEZZESH(18404F~1922F) 513 . KIREAR 4 (18884 ~19354) . & A
FKE2H(1868HFE~19574#, I8T0ELE N E VDML H D) L ICHEMZER HNEHOMIRITILETEMSN L. 20
W—VEFEANGE THY D DENBVBRZTLS

HEO&WM ARG (1841FE~1926F) 3BT EHRTHY HAMOKRKETHol M TFToHRICH B & ERMfTDE
WARES (18783 ~19414E) B3 603, &S LI EFEAR LV D AR DEE. WG % (18854 ~19694F)
& HUE -l Al 2 A L e,

BHFORBMERSICHAMBBL VA 77 =084 NN T 57— T2avE B2  LEMSEFES0

BFTHDHL205 FHEHF»LANEIREBAERTICRE . KBNS IZI8T6FEHL 51888425 THETE
ELTVS,

AR HBIMFIFIC R 57 DI 2 ”Fli]ﬁ’bm}m{llﬁz? h3. M I 2R O BA A B R IS (1888 4E ~19534E) H3L /z,
%JH'C&@IOJEJ&EL~0)’ﬁ'zﬁk:\.?;itiu‘ct:_»t BEANGS oM FAEIC Wz 1915 I EREICE STV 2D T HIkER%

DOFICHEICER LTS,

HIREENSZEREE ST, RRMESO T TREVICEDOMRICRZ B bbb o MZFELELTEBVE
WHORERZLDICHL OB ELEHRVEFPVICZTZ. HLZVRFIZEM R TL2LVSEGHE, bEAA . BHS
bZNZRRICE SICHZELL LV STBUE LV S,

ZZEFTHBL A oleHRICE. MROAMBEOLEY —F3bH25,

YR REMSERBFZ2EBICEHBT. 2P AMfZ@D Lol 5, Ll ESLTHAMLAWHIRIE
fifh dH bi:‘rsio.)lﬂ%)EIiAL DL ZBTHESTED D ZORTERTOLREMESEEHEICE S VWS AT %2R
NBEHITHRL. ZDEEHHAFIHIFT 'Ifsﬂ;‘i}:b‘jo’)i@ IR HEBEMIFELTELETELLDICE2TDIRE

WEDOOARZDBH 2D 6THY 2 6RAHICH L L 2ADE, ZOTEY—FROFAOEFHEECHTIATL
BVILETHY . FRFIDHTAT S

ARG AT RO HBES (186THE~I9I0EFENCHMMHBL TV D, I TR Y X A—. D 2A—#RrEaN 1 A4
DI FAENRE -7z EREE S (1904 F~20044F) L HMRIEEF T F & L LO)J‘L om0 S BED Ab‘i’ HWAazhbolz,
ERESZEDBRLICE>THREI A MG REHES (BOEMBEFHREEGTR)OEA TR EESOM. BED

AELDREERE-TLS

LRSI ‘ftf)_):._{-"é‘}w’f’aé SREDBRE ST EVDFTENECHTELB. FBAICERR D BRAPDZITREL S
BHEIZ>T20h Lk,

FrI—Fr—EtLTHLNTVAERRHES(18T0HE~ 19454 AFEICEFAE)ICHMFL. F D F—H>
=R NP A T—F 33 HEEESH(18994F~19294) L L ICEE
REPLER, —HMOEFLOKRICHIZ  MIROMIELTEERHOERIMLINT
WEr =AW 50, FRNREERNTH L, EEH VR LEDOHBVIIFILOMT
OHFHE LTSI 20O PLEEFHEERFO N THEARILICES,

FIMR DD — A AR D3RI L TE T (19304 ~ 1914 45 | A 45 B4E I (27 7 b
YD ARG, [ S 1B R K H (186 94F ~19464F) ICH S L . Hid3 s
BREELTW A #EE L,

G RBAMTIC LT RSB EEN TV AERNCII X HS WS LETE

TV 503, HIFORIH 5% % 5 & FHA W 55 (18384E ~1904 4F) . W3 5 &
H(1849F ~19254F) L HEEIN 2 MNEETD2ADHAEN LB X F+ 27, b
YI7r— BEEELL,




2. The Martial Arts Training of the Chito-ryu Founding Master

Chitose Tsuyoshi was born on October 18, 1898 in Naha, Okinawa. In 1905 he began training at
the age of seven under Aragaki Seisho and learned Sanchin, traditional Okinawan katas, and
bojutsu. Aragaki was called Mayaa (meaning cat in the Okinawan dialect) because he was light and
he could move quickly. Aragaki's teacher Wai Shinzan also taught Higaonna Kanryo (1853-1915)
and Matsumura Bechin. Chitose also trained under the bojutsu master, Chinen Sanra (1840-1922)
who earlier trained under Sakugawa Kanga along with Oshiro Chojo (1888-1935) and Funakoshi
Gichin (1865-1957). The above tells us the strong ties between the various strands of Okinawan
martial arts. Other influential teachers include the master of Ryukyu kobujutsu, Kinjo Uchiku
(1888-1935), a member of the royal guard for King Sho Tai, and Higaonna Kanryo who taught Saifa,
Seipai, Kururunfa, and Tensho. Miyagi Chojun (1888-1953), who later founded Goju-ryu, was also a
student of Higaonna. Chitose was admitted to Higaonna’s dojo because he continued to sit at the
main entrance for days on end until Miyagi put in a good word for him, and the two trained together
as the keenest of all the students. Chitose also learnt unsu and wansu from Motobu Choyu
(1867-1930) of Motobu-ryu. He met and befriended Uehara Seikichi (1904-2004) who was the
driving force for establishing the Association of Okinawan Kobudo. Uehara remembers Chitose as
being a large man even though there is no difference in their actual heights. Chitose’ s imposing
martial abilities may have left that impression on others.

Chitose learnt Chinto, Kusanku, Bassai, and Ananku from Kiyan Chotoku (1870-1945). Aragaki
Ankichi (1899-1929) was a student there at the same time as Chitose. The two met for the first time
at the kakedameshi tournament at the Shurei Gate. Hanagusuku Chomo (1869-1945) taught Chitose
Jion. Maesato Ranho (1838-1904) and Kojo Kaho (1849-1925) taught him kobujutsu and bukijutsu
(Nunchyaku, Tonfa, and other weapons).
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3. Outside of Okinawa

Chitose moved to Tokyo in 1922 to study medicine. In the same year, Funakoshi Gichin (Shotokan
Karate) did a karate demonstration at a sports exhibition sponsored by the Ministry of Education in
Tokyo. Funakoshi remained in Tokyo at Meiseijuku (a lodge for Okinawans) and began teaching
karate there. Before that time, Funakoshi was a teacher in Okinawa for thirty years, and was in fact
Chitose’s first grade elementary school teacher. Meiseijuku became the center for Tokyo martial
artists such as Otsuka Hiroki (founder of Wado-ryu, 1892-1982), Konishi Yasuhiro (Shindo
Jinen-ryu, 1893-1983), and Nakayama Masatoshi (founder of the Japan Karate Association,
1913-1987). Chitose was an assistant coach and taught Funakoshi’ s eldest son, Giei (1900-61).

During this period, Chitose extended his learning to Kendo under Takano Sasaburo (1862-1950),
and was acquainted with Nakayama Hakudo (another Kendo master of the day, 1872-1958). His
interest also included Judo and he trained under Kano Jigoro (1860-1938). The Judo master Mifune
Kyuzo (1883-1965) was also a student there at the time. He would put a plank of wood under his

judogi when he practiced kumite with Chitose.
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4. Opening of the Yoseikan Dojo

Chitose founded Chito-ryu in 1946 when he opened the Yoseikan Dojo in Kikuchi, a small town in
Kumamoto Prefecture, where a large number of youths gathered to help establish the school of
Chito-ryu.

Okinawa, Chitose’s homeland, was hit hard in World War Il and he was constantly thinking of how
he could support the people still living there under such harsh conditions. As a way to raise money,
he held a karate demonstration at the Kumamoto Kabuki Theater in 1947.

In1951 Chito-ryu got an opportunity to expand. During the Allied occupation of Japan immediately
following the war, there were many fights between the Allied servicemen and former Japanese
soldiers. On one occasion, there were about 30 or so men fighting in Shinshigai, the central
shopping district of Kumamoto, and both the police and the MPs could only stand back and wait
until it stopped. Chitose went alone into the fighting and stopped it single-handedly. He then quickly
left the scene in fear of being charged for physically forcing some of the Allied servicemen to stop
fighting. A few days later he was summoned to the police station and was met by the commander of
the occupation army, and to his surprise, was asked to teach martial arts to the servicemen at their
military base. Chitose, from that point on, taught the Allied servicemen and this became a major
turning point for the spread of karate overseas.

Judo and kendo were also introduced to the Occupation Army in Kyushu at the same time. Henry
Sromansky, a serviceman stationed in Oita Prefecture, was given the rank of 5th Dan by Chitose.
Sromansky later taught Elvis Presley and is in a photo on one of Elvis’s records wearing a

Chito-ryu badge on his karategi.
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